
[ Animal testing ] 



[ About The HSUS ] 

• The nation's largest and most 

effective animal protection 

organization—backed by 11 

million Americans. 

• Established in 1954, we seek a 

humane and sustainable world 

for all animals—a world that will 

also benefit people. 

• America's mainstream force 

against cruelty, exploitation and 

neglect, as well as the most 

trusted voice extolling the 

human-animal bond 



[ Our work ] 

• Animal rescue & disaster response 
• Animal care centers 
• Shelter training and resources 
• Horse and burro protection  
• Legislation  
• Litigation 
• Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association 
• Advocacy through: 

o Public policy 
o Corporate reforms 

• Major campaigns to confront national and global cruelties 
o Stop Puppy Mills 
o Cruelty, Neglect & Fighting  
o Wildlife Protection  
o Farm Animal Protection  
o Animals in Laboratories  



[ How are animals used in product testing? ] 



[ Toxicity or “safety” tests ] 

To identify specific types of 
adverse effects, or “endpoints”: 
 
• Eye irritation/corrosion 
• Skin irritation/corrosion 
• Neurotoxicity 
• Reproductive or 

developmental toxicity 
• Carcinogenicity (cancer-

causing toxicity) 
• …to name a few.   



[ General tests ] 

To identify effects from: 
 
• A single exposure to a substance (“acute”) 
• Multiple exposures (“repeat dose”) 
• One month exposure (“subacute”) 
• Three month exposure (“subchronic”) 
• Two year exposure (“chronic”) 



[ LD 50 test developed in 1927 ] 

• In 1985, Pharmaceutical Manufacturers’ 
Association publicly opposes 
 

• EPA and FDA accept modified test using 6-
10 animals 
 

• No longer a worldwide standard 
 

• Acute toxicity testing methods continue; 
immense pain, convulsions, seizures, loss of 
motor skills, eventual death 
 

• Animals still used in chronic toxicity testing, 
lasting between 28 to 90 days  

[ LD-50 test] 



[ Eye Irritancy: Draize Test] 

• Immobilized in stocks 
• Concentrated test substance 

dropped into eye 
• Assess damage and injury—

swelling, redness, ulcerations, 
bleeding, blindness  

• Remain in stocks up to 14 days 
• Subjective appraisal of eye damage 
• Rabbit’s eye differs: 

o produces fewer tears 
o cornea thinner, easily 

damaged 
• Not consistently reproducible, 

can’t reliably predict human risks 

[ Eye irritancy 
testing ] 



[ Skin Tests] 

• To assess skin irritation, corrosion, 
sensitization, and absorption 
 

• Shave and abrade skin (remove layers) 
 

• Place chemical or mixture on skin 
 

• Severe pain, can result in ulcers, 
bleeding, bloody scabs, and discoloration 

 



[ LD 50 test for Dysport® wrinkle treatment ] 

• Scores of mice injected with a 
powerful toxin  

• Nausea and a wave of muscle 
paralysis, leading to severe 
distress as they slowly 
suffocate to death over the 
course of the three to four 
day procedure 



[ Consumers speak out! ] 

New York Times, 1980 



[ Public outrage --> laws ] 

• 1998: U.K. stops licensing animal testing for cosmetic 
products and ingredients; Austria, Belgium, The 
Netherlands, and Germany follow 

• 2000: California made it unlawful for a manufacturer 
or contract testing facility to use animals when an 
appropriate non-animal alternative test method has 
been validated  

• 2004: E.U. sets a series of deadlines for bans on 
animal testing and sale of cosmetics containing 
animal-tested ingredients.  

• 2007 and 2008: New Jersey and New York pass laws 
similar to California’s 

• 2007: Israel bans use of animals for testing cosmetic 
and cleaning products 

• 2009: E.U. stops all animal testing of cosmetics 



[ Alternatives to animal testing ] 

Step 1: Define “Alternative”” 
• Replace, reduce, or refine 
 
Step 2: Develop 
• New cell and tissue tests, computer models and 

other sophisticated methods replace existing 
animal tests 

• Humane, more cost-effective, rapid, and reliable 
 
Step 3: Validate 
• Results reliably predict outcomes in people? 
• U.S. far slower than E.U. 
 
Step 4: Accept 
• Government authorities accept it? 
• Influences whether private companies use it 



[ Examples of alternatives ] 

• In vitro (test tube) test methods and 
models based on human cell and tissue 
cultures (EPISKIN and EpiDerm) 

• Computerized patient-drug databases and 
virtual drug trials 

• Computer models and simulations 
• Stem cell and genetic testing methods 
• Non-invasive imaging (MRIs and CT Scans) 
• Microdosing (humans given very low 

quantities of a drug to test the effects on 
the body on the cellular level, without 
affecting the whole body system) 



[ Why do some still test on animals? ] 

• Some companies use only ingredients 
with proven safety data 

 
• Others use new formulations with 

unknown side effects, may test on animals 
 
• U.S. requires product testing… 
 
• …but no law says animals must be used 
  
• Use existing alternatives and develop new 

alternatives for those endpoints in which 
animals are still being used! 



[ AltTox.org ] 

Nearly 50 different alternative methods and testing strategies have 
been developed, validated and/or accepted by international 

regulatory authorities.  



[ Victory for animals in Botox© tests ] 

• LD 50 test: suffering and 
death by asphyxiation 

• HSUS and Calvert 
Investments shareholder 
resolutions, members 
pressure 

• June 27, 2011: Allergan 
announced development & 
approval of new procedure 
that avoids using animals 

• Will reduce use of animals 
in Botox© testing by 95% 
within 3 years 



[ Americans agree! ] 



[ Report: “More than a makeup trend” ] 

www.pcrm.org/media/news/americans-support-ban-cosmetics-testing-animals  
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[ Common myths about animal testing ] 



[ Myth: “If a product says ‘Cruelty-Free’ or has a bunny 
on it, that means it hasn’t been tested on animals.” ] 

This is simply not true as the devil is often in the details. 
Designation as “cruelty-free” or “not tested on animals,” or even 
the image of a bunny on a label may only refer to the finished 
product, when in fact, most animal testing occurs at the ingredient 
level. Furthermore, while a company may claim, “We do not test 
on animals,” it could still contract other companies to do the 
testing. The only way to be 100% certain a company is cruelty-free 
is to buy products from companies that have been certified by the 
Leaping Bunny Program, which requires that no new animal testing 
be used in any phase of product development by the company, its 
laboratories, or ingredient suppliers. 



[ Myth: “The law requires animal testing to be conducted 
on personal care and cosmetics products.”  ] 

100% false. Neither the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
nor the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission require animal 
testing for cosmetics or household products. There are sufficient 
existing safety data as well as in vitro alternatives to make animal 
testing for these products obsolete. While it is true that virtually 
every ingredient, even water, has been tested on animals in the 
past, we can help prevent future animal testing.  



[ Myth: “If a product isn’t tested on animals, it might not 
be safe for humans.” ] 

Not so! There are many reliable alternatives to using animals 
available, including cell and tissue cultures and sophisticated 
computer and mathematical models. Companies can also 
formulate products using ingredients already determined to be 
safe. Cruelty-free companies can use a combination of methods to 
ensure safety, such as employing in vitro tests and/or conducting 
clinical studies on humans.  



[ Myth: “It’s hard to find products that  
really are cruelty free.” ] 

Quite the contrary! More and more companies are joining the 
Leaping Bunny Program each month. We now boast over 300 
companies including well-known brands such as Burt’s Bees, Mary 
Kay, Method, Tom’s Maine and Urban Decay. Remember to use our 
pocket-sized Compassionate Shopping Guide as a resource or 
download the free Leaping Bunny iPhone app from iTunes to have 
your shopping guide right on your iPhone or iPod touch!  



[ Coalition for Consumer Information on Cosmetics (CCIC) ] 



[ LeapingBunny.org ] 

Requires that no new animal testing be 
used in any phase of product 

development  
by the company,  
its laboratories,  

or ingredient suppliers.  



[ November 2011: CCIC’s 15th anniversary! ] 

• Almost 400 companies 
• Nearly a quarter of a million 

shopping guides 
distributed/year 

• Recent survey:  
o 60% more likely to buy a 

product not tested on 
animals 

o More than 3X as likely to 
trust independent 3rd 
party like the Leaping 
Bunny than company’s 
own claims about its 
animal testing policy 

https://secure.humanesociety.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=4379&s_src=waynesblog


[ Spread the word! ] 



[ Take the pledge and get active! ] 

humanesociety.org/issues/cosmetic_testing 



[ Help make the E.U. a cruelty-free zone! ] 

hsi.org/issues/cosmetic_product_testing 



[ Thank you! ] 

Jill Fritz 
Michigan State Director 

michigan@humanesociety.org 


